DAILY<? TITAN 


Volume 108 Issue 12 


Monday, November 9, 2020 The Student Voice of California State University, Fullerton 


. a 
— df ’ } ’ .. a 


= (oa 


Credit or 
no credit 
grading will a 


[ ATIFORNIA STAI! UNI\ 


FULLERION | 


not extend suai 


6 Step Meth Explore Dats 
5 
a, ant 
pata, ™ 
study, ¢ altect 
gna 
action, Dest 
h Quest 
are 


through fall |. fee 


See GPA | 3 


Photo Illustration by Jessica Benda / Daily Titan 


NEWS LIFESTYLE OPINION 


Cal State Fullerton looks into options for Students contemplate the pros and cons of With the holidays approaching, it’s crucial 


student housing that depend on spring's to reconsider plans for the safety of every- 


COVID-19 status. 
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Chancellor 
discusses CSU 


virtual year 


Timothy White addressed 
student concerns ata 
town hall on Nov. 4. 


AUSTIN WEATHERMAN 


NATALIE SOLANO 
Staff Writers 


Students came togeth- 
er in a virtual town hall 
with Cal State Universi- 
ty Chancellor Timothy 
White hosted by Zahraa 
Khuraibet, president of 
the Cal State Student As- 
sociation, to answer ques- 
tions surrounding virtual 
instruction. 

In a message to students, 
White announced on Sept. 
10 that all 23 CSUs would 
remain primarily virtual 


White said would give stu- 
dents and their families 
time to plan for the next 
semester. 

Some questions for 
White from students, staff 
and faculty were submit- 
ted ahead of the town hall. 
White also took questions 
from the meeting’s attend- 
ees after the scheduled 
questions. 

White reported that over 
17,000 faculty members in 
the CSUs completed over 
250,000 hours of profes- 
sional development cours- 
es, which taught them dif- 
ferent ways to utilize the 
technology available to 
them and tune their course 
materials to better fit the 
virtual classroom setting. 


Big West conference joins 
fight for social justice 


The united front will 
combat racism and support 
non-violent organizaions. 


TAMEKA POLAND 
Editor 


With the country addressing 
issues of social injustice, the Big 
West announced on Sept. 14 the 
formation of a Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion committee. 

The committee consists of 
23 athletes and administra- 
tors from each of the confer- 
ence’s 11 members in Califor- 
nia and Hawaii. This group, 
which has been meeting since 
early August, was formed to 
present a strong and united 
front when it comes to under- 
standing the fight against rac- 
ism, social justice and provid- 
ing insight on what it means 
to be a part of the Black Lives 
Matter movement. 


Carolyn Gill will be CSUF’s student ambassador for the Big West's 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion committee. Joshua Halim / Daily Titan) 
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Student housing explores spring options 


CAMERON BLUNT 
Staff Writer 


As Cal State Fullerton 
continues with virtual in- 
struction, the Housing and 
Residential Engagement 
Office is beginning to look 
at new options for the up- 
coming semester. 

“We are starting to have 
conversations about ways 
we can look to engage the 
students beyond just  vir- 
tually,” said Larry Mar- 
tin, the executive director 
for Housing and Residen- 
tial Engagement. “Maybe 
using some of our outdoor 
space differently, small 
group spaces and some 
other ways we can engage 
with the residents we have 
on campus.” 

There is no firm plan in 
place with what housing 
will be like in the spring 
semester because they have 
to see how the Orange 
County and state corona- 
virus cases play out in the 
next few months, Mar- 
tin said. He added that the 
number of students living 
on campus next semester 
should be near the same 
amount of right now. 

“We'll likely have around 
the same. So we’ve recent- 
ly welcomed back our stu- 
dent athletes to campus. 
We may have a few new 
students who are headed 
for the spring semester, but 
it will likely be about the 
same,” Martin said. 

Jennifer Anguiano, a 
campus resident advisor, 
said there are only around 
25 resident advisors, 
roughly half of what there 
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Cal State Fullerton reduced student housing capacity by 88% to allow for physical distancing this semester. (Cameron Blunt / Daily Titan) 


was last school year and 
that they are all searching 
for new ways to connect 
with their smaller group of 
students at a distance. 

“It is a lot harder to get 
engagement, but when you 
do, the engagement is a lot 
more personal. There’s less 
students so you build one- 
on-one connections with 
the residents,’ Anguiano 
said. “I have less than 10 
residents on my floor as 
opposed to last year, I had 
54.” 

Anguiano said there is 


no budget for the resident 
advisors this semester with 
everything online, includ- 
ing floor meetings. How- 
ever, resident advisors still 
try to do activities together 
with their residents. 

One example that An- 
guiano has done is a vir- 
tual slumber party where 
advisors leave packed 
food at the door or have 
the residents pick it up 
and then communicate 
through Zoom. 

Chris Glover, a senior 
kinesiology major and 


second-year resident advi- 
sor, said he is facing many 
new challenges and chang- 
es this school year as a res- 
ident advisor. 

“It is a little bit difficult 
not being able to actually 
really see people in per- 
son very often, and if you 
do, they have a mask on,” 
Glover said. “So, this year 
we had to get a little cre- 
ative. Obviously there is 
a lot of virtual events that 
we are doing and we are 
just trying new ways to get 
people involved.” 


Another virtual event in 
the housing area is a Zoom 
movie night. Glover said 
there was a table by the 
Gastronome and the stu- 
dents would pick up pump- 
kins to paint during the 
screening. 

The university an- 
nounced in September that 
most classes will be held 
virtually in the spring se- 
mester just like this fall 
semester, but the specifics 
of what next semester will 
look like for students are 
still up in the air. 
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concern students 
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He added that approximately 
600 faculty members who were 
proficient in technology and the 
online setting became mentors 
for those who were less expe- 
rienced. He also touched upon 
how the system was teaching 
student life leaders to engage 
through resource centers, such 
as the LGBT Queer or the Vet- 
erans resource centers, in a way 
that would still be helpful to the 
students they serve. 

“The American Council on 
Education, which is a nation- 
al group, was suggesting that 
the standard should be 20% of a 
given university’s faculty should 
engage in professional develop- 
ment like this and for us, it was 
over 60%.” White said. 

White said that staff contin- 
ues to provide virtual services 
for students through advising 
and counseling sessions that are 
available through meetings, con- 
sultations, physical and men- 
tal wellness and financial aid. 
He said that an estimated $100 
million is being spent annually 
on student well-being across the 
CSUs and is broadening with 
access to different programs. 

“We've led the nation 
in the amount of money 
that we’re spending on stu- 
dent well-being and mental 


health,’ White said. 

Even with 20,000 laptops 
and tablets issued and 10,000 
hotspots along with other re- 
sources, White addressed the 
concerns students may still have 
about virtual learning and inter- 
net access. 

White mentioned that students 
are able to park on campus and 
use the system-wide Wi-Fi, but 
Khuraibet brought up the issue 
of parking fees and that many 
campuses are still charging to 
park on campus, which is a con- 
cern, as many students are not 
able to afford the price. 

At CSUF, parking passes 
started at $334 at the beginning 
of the semester and decreased 
25% every 30 days, and must be 
paid in full at the time of pur- 
chase. A daily permit costs $10. 
Last semester, White made the 
decision to offer students the op- 
tion of obtaining a letter grade or 
credit/no credit for each of their 
classes. This semester he is leav- 
ing it up to the CSU presidents 
to give the option, with CSUF 
deciding not to offer the cred- 
it/no credit option for the fall 
semester. 

The next Cal State Student 
Association virtual event will 
be a conversation with the 
two CSU Student Trustees on 
Monday at 3 p.m. 
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GPA: Students still face online challenges 
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After Cal State Fullerton 
offered the credit/no credit 
grading option for the spring 
2020 semester during the 
transition to online learning, 
the choice will not be offered 
this fall semester, according 
to Provost Carolyn Thomas. 

In an email to the Dai- 
ly Titan, Thomas confirmed 
that the credit/no credit grad- 
ing option was off the table 
moving forward with virtual 
classes. 

Thomas said the reason it 
was offered last semester was 
because the university was 
forced to go virtual in the 
middle of the semester, while 
faculty and students knew in 
May that this semester would 
be primarily virtual. 

“This last spring, students 


were given increased flexibil- 
ity to determine which classes 
they would like to take for a 
grade and which classes they 
would like to take for cred- 
it/no credit. The reason that 
this flexibility was provided 
was because classes shifted 
in March quite rapidly from 
being in-person to being vir- 
tual because of the pandem- 
ic,’ Thomas said in the email. 
“There has been no mid-se- 
mester disruption as we saw 
in March.” 

There was nearly no time 
for students and faculty to 
adjust to events going on 
when COVID-19 initially hit. 
Thomas said that the grad- 
ing flexibility helped students 
deal with some of the diffi- 
culties they may have expe- 
rienced, but continuing it this 


semester could hurt students’ 
grades and benefits. 

“Extending the credit/no 
credit option to this fall could 
have negative consequenc- 
es for some students as it can 
impact financial aid, veterans 
benefits and athletics eligibil- 
ity. And students who might 
want to go on for graduate 
study could be at a disadvan- 
tage were they not to receive 
letter grades for an extend- 
ed period of time,’ Thomas 
said. 

But some students dis- 
agree with the provost’s as- 
sessment. AnnaKate Gib- 
son, a second-year political 
science major, said that she 
did use the credit/no credit 
grading option last spring 
semester and thinks it 
should have been available 


again this semester. 

“IT think we _ probably 
should have done it just be- 
cause times are very stress- 
ful right now,” Gibson said. “I 
am not really shocked that we 
are not doing it, but I think it 
would have been a beneficial 
idea to do it.” 

Gibson took a math class 
last spring semester and did 
not receive her desired grade, 
so she used the credit op- 
tion to keep her GPA up. She 
added that the expectations 
would have been different be- 
cause signing up for online 
school is not what she signed 
up for in the first place and 
not everybody works well 
with the environment. 

Caitlin Dempsey, a_sec- 
ond-year communications 
major, is another CSUF 


student that used the credit/ 
no credit grading option last 
spring semester and wishes 
they had restored it. 

“Td say I’m disappointed 
but not surprised. It probably 
would have helped my GPA 
or maybe change one class to 
credit/no credit like I did last 
semester,” Dempsey said. “I 
kind of expected that would 
happen since last semester 
was a more sudden change to 
online and we expected to be 
online this semester.” 

Like Gibson, the credit/ 
no credit option helped boost 
Dempsey’s GPA last semes- 
ter, as it positively affected 
her. 

The spring —_ semester, 
which will be primarily vir- 
tual, will begin the first day 
of classes on Jan. 23. 


Religion clubs convert to Zoom format 


CHLOE LE 
Asst. Editor 


Religion clubs at Cal State 
Fullerton have had to adjust to 
the new reality of COVID-19. 
At the end of March, the uni- 
versity closed its campus, 
forcing school clubs and or- 
ganizations to stop meeting 
in-person. 

When CSUF announced 
another virtual semester for 
the fall, many religious clubs 
had to scramble to adapt to 
the changes. 

Hillel, a Jewish group at 
CSUF, were quick to move 
online when the campus 
shut down in March. Daniel 
Levine is the campus rabbi for 
all the Hillel communities in 
Orange County, and oversees 
the major campuses such as 
UC Irvine, Chapman Univer- 
sity, CSUF and a couple of the 
local community colleges. 

In his position, Levine over- 
sees education throughout the 
group, helps coordinate events 
and helps organize trips for 
Jewish students to places like 
Israel and Washington, D.C. 
While many Hillel events 
were successful, there was 
still the problem of organiz- 
ing events and meetings on 
Zoom. 

“T know that for a lot of stu- 
dents, they just don’t want to 
be spending that extra hour 
on Zoom after seven hours 
of class on Zoom all day,” 
Levine said. “I think really 
just having the place for peo- 
ple to come if they need us, I 
think is really our-or at least 
my mission for this time in 
COVID.” 

Every summer, Hillel or- 
ganizes trips to Israel, where 
they normally take 40 to 80 
students. During these trips, 
students can learn more about 
their Jewish identity, the histo- 
ry of their faith or even learn 
about current topics such as 
the Palestinian conflict. 

But because of COVID-19, 
the trips were canceled, al- 
lowing for more time to plan 


the upcoming year. 

Unlike other clubs that 
work virtually, Hillel hones in 
on specific interests that their 
members would enjoy rath- 
er than creating events that 
they believe many students 
wouldn’t attend. 

“We've started doing spe- 
cific cohorts of students that 
are interested in specific 
things,’ Levine said. “So if 
people are interested in, let’s 
say, gathering every Friday to 
do a short pre-Sabbath service 
and conversation, and then eat 
some dinner on a Zoom call, 
we'll have a cohort who does 
that.” 

Another religious club that 
has adjusted to COVID-19 
is Titan Catholic, a Catholic 
club at CSUF. Caroline Ley- 
ba is the outreach coordinator 
and is in charge of planning 
and creating events, reaching 
out to the community and in- 
viting people to events. 

Although COVID-19 neg- 
atively impacted many clubs, 
Leyba said she saw this as an 
opportunity to grow friend- 
ships with people who were 
looking for a community. 

“T feel like it’s easier to in- 
vite more people into these 
events because our campus 
and our students are thirst- 
ing for that kind of friendship 
and intimacy with someone,” 
Leyba said. “I think we have 
more opportunities in inviting 
more people to things and we 
can have more small events, 
like little Zoom calls, game 
night, movie night, things like 
that.” 

Every month, Titan Cath- 
olic hosts large events called 
Fully Alive, where they have 
praise and worship, fellow- 
ship and confession. But simi- 
lar to Hillel’s Israel trip, those 
events were canceled. 

Leyba said it was a very en- 
riching and powerful event 
for the members and brought 
about a big challenge, trying 
to provide powerful and inti- 
mate events online. To adapt 
to the online conditions, Cru, 
a Christian club at CSUF, 


For the Record 


On the Nov. 5 election edition issue, the Daily Titan 
incorrectly said on pg. 2 that Democrat incumbent Gil 
Cisneros was leading the race against Republican can- 
didate Young Kim for California’s 39th Congressional 
District. Cisneros had 136,742 votes as of 10 p.m. on 
Nov. 4. The Daily Titan apologizes for this error. 


created personable ways to 
engage on social media such 
as posting a “meet the lead- 
ers” post and even creating 
a survey for newcomers and 
people who are interested in 


joining. 
As the president of Cru, 
senior Daniela Carmona 


learned many lessons from 
being online. The main two 
were being intentional about 
reaching out to newcomers as 
well as making sure to rest, 
especially during the hectic 
circumstances. 

“We have all been thrown 
into a position where we’ve 
had so many things have 
been stripped away from us 
and we’ve had to adapt very 
quickly and so that has forced 
us to kind of rush and look in- 
ward,” Carmona said. 
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No penalties for Dodgers’ Justin Turner 


MLB will not discipline 
third baseman for joining 
team celebrations. 


BRIAN GARCIA 
Staff Writer 


Major League Baseball has 
concluded its investigation of 
CSUF alumnus and Los An- 
geles Dodgers third baseman 
Justin Turner, after Turner cel- 
ebrated on the field post-victory 
despite positive COVID-19 test 
results. 

The results of the investiga- 
tion were released on Friday fol- 
lowing a press release by Com- 
missioner Robert Manfred, 
which states that there will be 
no punishment for the Dodgers 
organization or Turner after the 
events of that night. 

In the eighth inning, Turn- 
er was told he had tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19 and was re- 
moved from the game. He and 
his wife, Kourtney, went into 
isolation together and watched 
the Dodgers get the final six 
outs of the game to clinch the 
World Series. The Dodgers 
were celebrating on the field, 
where Turner was seen hugging 
and taking pictures with his 
teammates and coaches without 
wearing a mask. 


Fans and spectators voiced 
their concern and confusion as 
to why Turner was allowed to 
be around his teammates de- 
spite being in isolation just min- 
utes before. 

A series of statements said 
Turner rejoined the field after 
reportedly being persuaded by 
teammates, and a lack of resis- 
tance to return to the field by 
stadium staff. 

Manfred said that MLB was 
partially responsible for the sit- 
uation, stating that the MLB 
could have handled the situa- 
tion better. He suggested that 
they could have had a securi- 
ty person monitor the Turners 
in isolation and had he and his 
wife transported out of the sta- 
dium even before the end of the 
game. 

The Dodgers and Turner sim- 
ilarly released statements of 
their own, and took responsibil- 
ity for the misconduct and apol- 
ogized to the MLB and fans. 
Turner emphasized his regret 
for the situation in hindsight. 

“Winning the World Series 
was my lifelong dream and the 
culmination of everything I had 
worked for in my career,’ Turn- 
er said. “I was under the impres- 
sion that team officials did not 
object to my returning to the 


field for a picture with my wife. 
However, what was intended to 
be a photo capturing the two of 
us turned into several greetings 
and photos where I briefly and 
unwisely removed my mask.” 

Since the World Series ended, 
five members of the Dodgers’ 
organization have tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19, however it is 
unclear if it has anything to do 
with Turner’s actions after game 
six. Furthermore, no member of 
the Tampa Bay Rays has tested 
positive with the exemption of 
one player’s wife, to which the 
player has yet to be identified. 

This incident was hardly the 
first of its kind this season. Mul- 
tiple teams had players or staff 
members test positive through- 
out the year and even had can- 
celed games at various points 
in the season. It was a year of 
adjustments for baseball, with 
more protocols and rules than 
ever before that required every- 
one to be more flexible com- 
pared to previous seasons. 

After this ruling, Turner can 
focus on his recovery. Now that 
the season is over, he is official- 
ly a free agent. It will be a wait- 
ing game to see if he gets signed 
again by Los Angeles or if he 
starts fresh with a new team 
come spring next year. 
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Third baseman Justin Turner rejoined the Dodgers for their on-field celebrations 
following their World Series victory on Oct. 27. (Los Angeles Dodgers) 


Undivided: Inclusion for all groups 
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“They determined that they 
wanted to define and name 
the committee ‘Big West Un- 
divided’, to show exactly what 
the purposes behind this di- 
versity, equity and inclusion 
committee; that were undi- 
vided in our approach, that 
we're undivided in the things 
and the initiatives that we’ll 
do moving forward that we’re 
all one group moving togeth- 
er,’ said Dan Butterly, com- 
missioner of the Big West 
conference. 

The conference had tempo- 
rary committees in place in 
2014 and 2018 to help facil- 
itate these social issues, but 
didn’t last. Butterly said that 
this time around, the com- 
mittee will be permanent to 
ensure the safety and under- 
standing of others. 

The committee will oper- 
ate under specific guidelines 
to help facilitate its purpose. 
They want to educate peo- 
ple around the league on the 
importance of diversity, em- 
powering each other to fight 
against social injustice, hold- 
ing those at each universi- 
ty accountable for their ac- 


tions and create change 
peacefully. 
Butterly said that he 


thought about Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr.’s famous “I Have 
a Dream” speech and realized 
that it is very pertinent to the 
present. 

The committee is the sec- 
ond installment of the Big 
West’s social justice initia- 
tives, as they launched their 
“More Than A Moment” se- 
ries earlier this year, which 
featured conversations — be- 
tween coaches and admin- 
istrators in the conference. 
Butterly said the Big West is 
working on another edition of 
the series. 

“The phrase ‘more than 
a moment, means so many 
things. So many incidents 
that have happened, that those 
incidents are more than a 
moment. It talks about our 


overall culture and things that 
we need to do as a committee, 
even just in the Big West con- 
ference, positive change that 
we can have happen across 
the Big West, our members 
institutions, and hopefully our 
local markets as well,” Butter- 
ly said. 

As the committee convenes 
to decide its next plan of ac- 
tion, Butterly said that as of 
right now, committee mem- 
bers, athletes and administra- 
tors, who were nominated and 
chosen by their peers to rep- 
resent their schools, have one- 
year terms. Cal State Fuller- 
ton’s representatives are Fram 
Virjee, the university’s presi- 
dent, and senior women’s bas- 
ketball forward Carolyn Gill, 
who said she was excited to 
give her input on issues that 
concern her. 

While she is excited, she 
said she knows that the com- 
mittee will change and evolve 
over time.. 

“T think the overall end ob- 
jective is for this not to be 
just a moment, but more of a 
movement, something that’s 
going to continuously hap- 
pen throughout the rest of 
the course of the years. I 
think our biggest thing was 
not coming off as a hashtag 
group,” Gill said. “It’s not a 
trend.” 

Gill said that it speaks vol- 
umes when Virjee joins in on 
the discussions. 

“T think it just shows how 
serious we are taking the 
problem. To have our actual 
president be there and present 
during every meeting, and not 
only present but contributing 
with what the campus is al- 
ready doing,” Gill said. 

Gill also said that the group 
has held meetings on the di- 
rection that the commit- 
tee will take, as well as how 
they can get their campus 
and community involved, in 
regards to current global is- 
sues. Those actions include 
book readings by authors who 
are sharing more history and 


educating each other on cul- 
tures, ethnicities and views. 

“If you're not educated on 
it, you won't be able to even 
empathize or understand or 
relate to different situations,” 
Gill said. 

When thinking of all the 


hardships that people have 
dealt with and how slow prog- 
ress can be, being able to use 
sports as a platform makes 
people’s dreams of coming to- 
gether that much better. 
Butterly said that a group 
of college athletes and 


Stay 


administrators in the con- 
ference coming together in 
hopes of making change is a 
step in the right direction. 

“We're doing what 
we can to make positive 
change in our communi- 
ties,” Butterly said. 
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Review: ‘The Queen’s Gambit’ 
checkmates the coming-of- “age genre 


New Netflix show reflects 
on the contrast between 
passion and addiction. 


RUDI SANCHEZ 
Staff Writer 


The newest drama series to 
hit Netflix, ‘““The Queen’s Gam- 
bit,’ has the internet buzzing 
with excitement. Rotten Toma- 
toes rated the series 100% in its 
Tomatometer and 97% in the 
average audience score. IMDb 
also gave the show 8.9 out of 
10 stars. The consensus among 
Rotten Tomatoes critics is that it 
“4s an absolute win” despite the 
series’ flaws. 

The limited series is Scott 
Frank’s adaptation of the com- 
ing-of-age novel of the same 
name by Walter Tevis and be- 
gins in the late 1950s. The se- 
ries opens with a foreshadow- 
ing scene where Beth Harmon, 
played by Anya _ Taylor-Joy, 
rushes to a chess match right 
after chasing two pills with a 
shot of alcohol. The episode 
rewinds to introduce Beth as 
a nine year old, played by Isla 
Johnson, who miraculously sur- 
vives a car accident that instant- 
ly kills her mother. With an ab- 
sent father, young Beth is sent 
to an orphanage. During her 
time there, she befriends Jolene, 
played by Moses Ingram, and 
develops a dependence on little 
green tranquilizers and a pas- 
sion for chess. The intelligent 
young Beth is sent to the base- 
ment to clap erasers where she 
meets the school janitor, Mr. 


Shaibel, played by Bill Camp. 
He introduces her to the game 
of chess and not only teach- 
es her the various strategies, 
but also when to politely resign 
and lay down her king. After 
spending years at the orphan- 
age, 15-year-old Beth is adopted 
by Alma and Allston Wheatly, 
played by Marielle Heller and 
Patrick Kennedy, respectively. 
With her chess books packed 
and self-loathing in hand, Beth 
makes her way to the Kentucky 
suburbs. She enters her first 
chess tournament which begins 
her career with the sixty-four 
squares. Throughout the series, 
viewers are given glimpses of 
Beth’s internal struggles and her 
passion for chess. Frank utilizes 
the camera in such a way that 
the viewer feels as though Beth 
is playing the game with them. 
During every game, Beth stares 
across the board and intently at 
her competitor. 

Taylor-Joy truly brings Beth’s 
character to life by bringing an 
energy that lends to the story of 
addiction and a damaged, isolat- 
ed soul. Each episode showcas- 
es the quiet teenager honing her 
chess skills as she works toward 
the U.S. Open championship. 

Of course, Beth’s struggles 
are just part of the storyline. 
The plot is centered around the 
game and the accuracy of how 
it’s played is credited to chess 
consultants Bruce Pandolfini 
and Garry Kasparov. 

“Even though it’s such a 
mental game, I think what 
we've done with the show is 
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choreograph all of the chess se- 
quences with a different under- 
standing,” Taylor-Joy said. 
Every game brings a differ- 
ent element to the series as each 


is played out like an action se- 
quence. Some games are very 
intense while others are played 
more passionately. Mixed 
with Beth’s personal demons, 


“ 
‘ 


NETFLIX 


addiction to tranquilizers and 
obsession with conquering 
the world of chess, the series 
brings one edge-of-your-seat 
cocktail of entertainment. 


Review: Watchdogs is all bark and no bite 


Despite the upgraded 
gameplay, the video game 
lacks system control. 


NOAH BIESIADA 
Asst. Editor 


Watch Dogs: Legion came 
through on its promise to 
deliver a new experience 
in its release earlier this 
month, but the game’s new 
systems create a variety of 
problems accompanied with 
serious glitches that hold it 
back from gold-star status. 

The tone of this game fits 
in the middle ground be- 
tween the first game’s dark 
revenge story, which is 
based in a near-future Chi- 
cago, and the second game’s 
cheery hipster take on San 
Francisco that saw a group 
of hackers looking to dis- 
mantle a major technol- 
ogy company abusing its 
power. 

In Watch Dogs: Legion, 
players are let loose in a fu- 
turistic London shortly after 
a series of terrorist attacks 
destroy Parliament and the 
paramilitary company Albi- 
on moves in to establish or- 
der over the city. 

The attacks are pinned 
on DedSec, the hacktivist 
group who players control, 
resulting in the arrest of 
nearly every member at the 
start of the game and a new 
mission to rebuild the team 
and figure out who really at- 
tacked the city. 

One of the game’s key 
selling points is the players’ 
ability to play as absolutely 
anyone they met, and the de- 
velopers delivered. Starting 


with one character at the 
beginning, anyone on the 
street can be added to play- 
ers’ teams after a short ran- 
domly generated mission. 
This mission offers a variety 
of personalities where each 
player can pick and choose 
from dozens of different 
personalities and skills. 

Players also have the 
chance to recruit several 
special characters, including 
spies, construction work- 
ers, specialist hackers and 
even have the opportunity 
to convince Albion contrac- 
tors and Clan Kelley mem- 
bers to join with a little ex- 
tra effort. 

That system also introduc- 
es major gameplay changes. 
Rather than having a singu- 
lar main character responsi- 
ble for all skills, each char- 
acter has specific skills and 
weaknesses, forcing play- 
ers to either find a solution 
that fits their playing style or 
change characters. 

The hand-to-hand com- 
bat system also received a 
complete reboot, requiring 
players to manage a series of 
different controls in a fight 
that makes for a much more 
engaging experience, com- 
pared to the yo-yo of death 
present in Watch Dogs 2. 

However, the tradeoff of 
having no main character 
leads to some major draw- 
backs in the story. Despite 
the wide variety of charac- 
ters in Watch Dogs: Legion, 
there are only a handful of 
voice actors who are gener- 
ally hit or miss on their line 
delivery. 

The individual character 
personalities also generally 


deliver the same lines in 
cutscenes without any writ- 
ing changes between an 
Irish brawler and a Jamai- 
can spy. The only voice ac- 
tor who truly shines in the 
narrative is Bagley, a snarky 
artificial intelligence com- 
panion in the player’s ear 
throughout the entirety of 
the game. 

And just because players 
can recruit anyone doesn’t 
necessarily mean _ they 
should. The game has an up- 
per limit of how many oper- 
atives can be saved on play- 
ers’ teams, and many of the 
potential characters on the 
street have more weakness- 
es than strengths. 

The game’s major vil- 
lains also fail to convey 
the same type of terror 
and malice that the devel- 
oper, Ubisoft, has been able 
to pull off in other games 
such as the Far Cry se- 
ries, but weak villains have 
long been an unfortunate 
staple of the Watchdogs 
franchise. 

The game had 
a variety of 
glitches that 


made regular appearances, 
with the occasional charac- 
ter walking through walls 
and multiple times where 
the game froze and needed 
a hard reset. There have also 
been reports that PC players 
have completely lost their 
save files through glitches, 
and the developer has said 
they are looking to patch the 
problem. 

Once players overcome 
the various glitches, the ac- 
tual difficulty curve of the 


game isn’t too hard to keep 
up with, unless players en- 
able the permadeath option. 
In this mode, rather than 
having your characters sent 
to the hospital or arrested, 
they can permanently die 
when captured by the ene- 
my, which locks the player 
out of their abilities, even 
for specialty characters. 
While it initially seems 
impossible to track down 
more than one of the spe- 
cialty characters, further ex- 
ploration reveals there are a 
variety of backup characters 
stashed throughout the city. 
They may not look or 
sound the same as those 
lost, but their abilities are 
a carbon copy. 

Taken as a_ whole, 
Watch Dogs: Legion is a 
fun, innovative game, but 
needs updates from the de- 
veloper moving forward to 
complete the experience. 
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Students weigh in on 
the adavantages of 
virtual education. 


TAMEKA POLAND 
Editor 


When the coronavirus pan- 
demic hit the United States, 
schools were shut down and 
forced to move online. 

Since early March, students 
and professors have adjusted 
to school online, and educators 
were forced to change their en- 
tire curriculum to fit the new 
way of teaching. Home would 
never be the same for students 
and parents as virtual educa- 
tion would turn homes into 
classrooms. 

The move to virtual learning 
was chaotic, but for some stu- 
dents, the positives would out- 
weigh the negatives. 

According to an article by 
StraighterLine, some factors of 
online learning are beneficial 
because students are allowed to 
work at their own pace, review 
course material repeatedly, join 
virtual study sessions and en- 
joy a flexible schedule. 

Still not being able to re- 
turn to campus sent people into 
shock as some people missed 
the social interaction. However, 
being comfortable at home and 
having everything in reach is 
something that some students 
can’t resist. 

Angel Martinez, a Cal State 
Fullerton senior, said he enjoys 
the flexibility of virtual learn- 
ing, but often wishes he was on 
campus. 

“I would just throw on a 
shirt, comb my hair a little bit 
and I’m good to go. But the 
thing that does suck, is I real- 
ly like to show off my new out- 
fits and I can’t really do that on 
Zoom,’ Martinez said. 
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The TikTok-inspired hot 
chocolate bombs take 
over this winter season. 


BRIAN GARCIA 
Staff Writer 


Now that it’s November, 
both the weather and people’s 
mindsets are beginning to 
change with the leaves. If you 
are like most people, the very 
first day of November chang- 
es your focus to warm food, 
cold weather and the upcom- 
ing holidays. 

If you are on the popular 
social media app TikTok, you 
have probably noticed a surge 
in holiday-themed videos. 
One particular trend that has 
been gaining traction is mak- 
ing hot cocoa bombs. 

Despite the seemingly dan- 
gerous name, they are actual- 
ly quite delicious and fun to 
use. 

Hot cocoa bombs are 
ball-shaped shells of choco- 
late with hot cocoa powder 
trapped inside. When placed 
in a hot cup of milk, the out- 
er layer of chocolate melts and 
releases the cocoa powder for 
a ready-to-drink cup of happi- 
ness with no mixing required. 
In short, it’s similar to bath 
bombs. 


The simplicity of these 
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Online learning has its benefits 
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Martinez is entering his final 
year and said he would want 
to go back to in-person classes 
to live out that college experi- 
ence, but understands what is 
at stake. 

For students not living on 
campus, it can be a drag when 
commuting to and from school. 
But now that classes are online, 
students can save time by not 
sitting in traffic on the way to 
school. 

“You don’t really have to 
worry about going to campus 
you know like paying for park- 
ing fees and all that. You can 
pretty much do class wherever 
you want, like you can literally 
wake up like 3 minutes before 
class like, I also do sometimes, 
and you're present. So, it’s like 


I think the availability of all 
the class time, that’s what’s re- 
ally beneficial to me,’ Marti- 
nez said. 

With most college students 
working and going to school, 
having the option to have class 
online can be a lifesaver be- 
cause they can make their 
schedules for school around 
their work schedules. 

“T think with online it just 
gives you flexibility, especial- 
ly if you have a job. So, it just 
saves on gas, you know, be- 
cause I live kind of far from 
school, and then there’s the 
parking issue and you don’t 
have to battle all of that,” 
said Annie Morgan, a CSUF 
senior. 

Many students have taken 


Tuffy’s Table: 
cravings with sweet treats 


treats give people the abil- 
ity to personalize them to 
their specific tastes and pref- 
erences. Examples include 
using peppermint hot cocoa 
powder, Nestle Abuelita Au- 
thentic Mexican Style Hot 
Chocolate Mix, using white 
or dark chocolate instead of 
milk chocolate for the shell, 
and even adding extras like 
marshmallows or candy cane 
pieces inside for an even fan- 
cier cup. 

Another draw for people is 
the ability to get creative with 
the shapes, colors and deco- 
rations that can be added to 
make them look unique for 
any occasion. 

Despite a seemingly intim- 
idating process, hot cocoa 
bombs are very easy to make 
and actually take very little 
time. Family members and 
friends of all ages can come 
together to make these deli- 
cious, fun sweets. 

However, it’s important to 
note that you must be care- 
ful when preparing the hot 
cocoa bombs, as the choc- 
olate shell can break very 
easily. The shell halves don’t 
always line up perfectly and 
that can leave gaps where 
cocoa powder could fall out. 
Make sure you are mak- 
ing an even number of shell 
halves with the mold. 


For this recipe, you will 
need: 

Melting chocolate (milk, 
white, dark or any of your 
choice) 

Hot cocoa powder (best to 
use your favorite brand) 

A circular mold (we used a 
Jell-O brand Christmas orna- 
ment mold) 

A basting brush 

A small baking pan 

Step 1: In a microwave-safe 
dish, place the melting choc- 
olate into the microwave. In 
30-second increments at half 
power, microwave the choco- 
late until fully melted. 

Step 2: After the chocolate 
is fully melted, use the bast- 
ing brush to brush a layer of 
chocolate onto the edge of 
the mold. Place the mold in 
the freezer for approximate- 
ly two minutes to harden the 
chocolate. 

Step 3: Take the mold with 
the hardened chocolate and 
using the basting brush and 
melted chocolate, brush an 
additional layer of chocolate 
onto the hardened layer. Re- 
peat as needed to make a sol- 
id shell that is free of holes. 
Place the mold in the freezer 
again for about two minutes. 

Step 4: Gently remove the 
hardened chocolate from 
the mold. Fill one of the two 
halves with your desired 


the opportunity to travel while 
still being able to attend class- 
es on their computers. Mor- 
gan said that she realized this 
benefit over the Halloween 
weekend. 

“T was able to go to Arizona, 
stay with my son and then he 
needed me to stay a couple of 
days extra but I have a class on 
Monday. So, because we are all 
in this quarantine environment 
where we're not on campus, I 
was able to stay and help them 
out for a couple more days and 
watch my grandson while they 
took care of some business and 
that is a huge benefit,’ Morgan 
said. 

Morgan emphasized that if 
she had to attend class in per- 
son, she would not have been 
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able to help her son or be there 
for her grandchild. 

“I would have ended up 
missing class because I am al- 
ways there for my children 
whenever they need me in 


whatever caliber,’ Morgan 
said. 
Still, Morgan said she 


doesn’t enjoy missing class, but 
so far the virtual format has 
worked for her. 

“You know, I don’t like 
not missing class and at this 
stage being offered online 
it’s workable, it’s working for 
where I am at in life, but if it 
opens up next semester to go 
back on campus I would con- 
sider taking a class on cam- 
pus just to break it up a little 
bit,’ Morgan said. 


Indulge your 
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Chocolate bombs are a quick and festive addition to the classic 


hot drink. 


amount of hot cocoa and any 
marshmallows, candy cane 
pieces or other extra fillings. 

Step 5: Heat up the small 
baking pan on your stove 
and slightly melt the edge of 
the half without the cocoa in 
it and use the melted edge to 
bind the two halves together 
to make a sphere. 

Place the full sphere into 


the freezer for another two 
minutes to harden and it’s 
ready to be used. 

Step 6 (Optional): Melt 
some while chocolate and 
drizzle it over your finished 
product for an accent to the 
design. Repeat the steps until 
a desired number of hot cocoa 
bombs are put together and 
enjoy your treats! 
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UP TO DATE 


11/11: Veteran’s Day - CAMPUS CLOSED 
11/17: CSU Design Forum: Costume Design 


11/20: 1st Annual Peace & Religion 
Symposium 


WEEKLY PLAYLIST 


2000s Favorites 


Throw it back with 
this collection of 
classic 2000s tunes. 
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Where’s Tuffy is now online! Follow @thedailytitan 
on Instagram to take part in the elephantastic 
scavenger hunt! 
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H O ROSCO P E WRITTEN by Stepheny Gehrig 


Heading into this week, 
your emotions may be fast 
changing. It’ll be hard to 
keep track of how you feel. 
Try journaling and ask your 
friends and family to help 
you communicate how you 
feel. 


RI 
ES 

(Mar. 21- 

Apr. 19) 


AU Balancing out your schedule 

this week can help you create 
RUS new goals. Plan out the days 
ahead and set goals to help 
you thrive. 


(Apr. 20- 
May 20) 


Let your romantic side take 
over this week! Romance 

is in the air for you. Allow 
yourself some time to get 
those romantic feelings out. 


EM 
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(May 21- 
Jun. 20) 


AN This week an old friend might 
reach out and will remind 
CER you of old times. Remember 

that growth is a part of life 
and cherish the past. Despite 
the nostalgic feelings, 
remember that people can 
outgrow each other. 


(Jun. 21- 
Jul. 22) 


Starting off fresh may be 
what you need this week. 

A new style, job, or even a 
new diet can make you feel 
like a whole new person. 
This change might give you 
the revitalization that you’ve 
been looking for. 
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(Jul. 23- 
Aug. 22) 


IR This week will be abundant in 
vulnerability. Use this to your 
CaO advantage. Allow yourself to 
connect with your friends and 
romantic partners in a new 
way. 


(Aug. 23- 
Sep. 22) 


IB Communication is vital in any 
relationship and working 
RA on those skills will benefit 
(Sep 23- you and your relationships. 
Oct. 22) 
Remember to clearly state 
your needs and wants when 
in any relationship. 


COR Invest, invest, invest. This 


week is very favorable for 
PIO Feu to invest your money in 
property, stocks or anything 
you find will benefit you. Learn 
to arrange your finances and 
find new ways in which you 
can save your money. 


(Oct. 23- 
Nov. 21) 


High tensions and high 


AGITT stress is what this week 


will bring you. Remember 


lear to take time for yourself 
, and calm down. Don’t be 
too harsh on yourself. 
AP This week will have you 


APRN very dedicated to your 


work. Use this desire to 
aed work on new projects 
or finish ones you've already 
started. 


Q U A Understanding the 


difference between gossip 
RIUS 


and facts can be vital to 

you this week. Try not to 

get too involved in the 

gossip, and base your 
opinions on facts. 


(Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


IS You're heading into a highly 
emotional and vulnerable 
C ES week. Make sure to keep 
(Feb. 19- yourself grounded and doubt 
Mar. 2 : : : 
or invalidate your feelings. 


Locals Only: Cerritos 


If you ever find yourself in the Cerritos area and 
crave some good food, make your way over to 
Shang Jie Kitchen. Shang Jie Kitchen is located 


on the intersection of South St and Norwalk, tucked 


right behind the Burger King. 


My personal favorite menu items are the Spicy Wonton and anything 
made with their Handmade Noodles. Make sure you can handle spice, it 


isn’t good unless its spicy! 


BY: MAKENZIE VAN VOOREN 


Want to share your Fast Food/Restaurant 
hacks? 


Scan the QR code or Visit 
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Small businesses need 
stronger rent protection 


Store owners are 
struggling to stay afloat 
in the shifting economy. 


CRYSTAL HENRIQUEZ 
Staff Writer 


There are 31.7 million 
small businesses in the 
U.S, according to the U.S. 
Small Business Adminis- 
tration. Yet, they are argu- 
ably struggling the most to 
stay afloat this year. 

Since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
small businesses have felt 
the burden as store af- 
ter store has closed their 
doors. As the virus pro- 
gresses with little control 
over it, small businesses 
are running out of funds 
and even with federal aid, 
many shops may still have 
to shut down forever if 
a better solution doesn’t 
come soon. 

A total of 97,966 U.S. 
businesses have perma- 
nently closed as of Aug. 
31, according to and the 
number continues to climb. 
With the country averaging 
85,000 new coronavirus 
cases each day for about 
the past week and a half, 


according to The COVID 
Tracking Project, lock- 
downs and restrictions are 
unpredictable. For some 
business owners, trying 
to survive in these current 
economic conditions is al- 
most impossible. 

These struggling mom- 
and-pop shops have often 
been overlooked, even be- 
fore the pandemic. Some- 
times people find it more 
convenient to head to their 
local grocery stores and su- 
permarket chains, like Tar- 
get, for their necessities. 

At times, they find it eas- 
ier to grab dinner from a 
fast-food chain than drive 
farther to a small fami- 
ly-owned restaurant. 

As a result of the pan- 


demic’s economic insta- 
bilities, the U.S. Small 
Business Administra- 


tion implemented the Pay- 
check Protection Program. 
As part of the Coronavi- 
rus Aid, Relief and Eco- 
nomic Security Act, the 
administration _— distribut- 
ed $659 billion in loans to 
small business owners with 
enough funds to cover up 
to eight weeks of payroll 
costs. Approximately 5.2 


million businesses were 
approved and_ received 
loans. 


The Paycheck Protection 
Program was implement- 
ed with good intentions, in 
hopes of getting people off 
of unemployment and se- 
curely back to work. 

Despite this, it has done 
little to alleviate the prob- 
lems these store own- 
ers face. Ultimately, more 
needs to be done to help 
keep small businesses up 
and running. 

The program, which ex- 
pired Aug. 8, has actually 
caused quite a stir since it 
came into play. 

Many large and _thriv- 
ing companies applied, and 
even qualified, to receive 


loans through the pro- 
gram. Restaurant chains 
like T.G.I. Friday’s and 


Five Guys received loans 
of roughly $5 million to 
$10 million each. Since 
these types of companies 
operate under the franchise 
model, each location with 
less than 500 employees 
qualified for million dollar 
loans. 

Despite their loan quali- 
fications, these flourishing 
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companies receiving the 
program’s loans including 
Yeezy, Shake Shack and 
even the Los Angeles Lak- 
ers, are not at the same fi- 
nancial status as small 
family-owned _ businesses 
that barely even meet their 
margins. 

Shake Shack and similar 
chains will likely survive 
with their hundreds of lo- 
cations, but giving loans to 
these companies is unfair 
to small-independent own- 
ers whose livelihoods de- 
pend on their business. 

Additionally, the loan’s 
forgiveness rules were an- 
other fault of the program. 

\They stated that 75% of 
the money must go toward 
the company payroll. This 
left small business owners 
with hardly any remaining 
funds to spend on rent and 
other necessary supplies. 

In an ideal plan, the 
loans would have instead 
allocated more money to- 
ward rent and utilities in 
order to allow businesses 
to stay open. 

If businesses cannot be 
open to the public, there is 
almost no point in spend- 
ing so much on payroll 


costs when employees are 
hardly working or unable 
to work at all. 

Many business own- 
ers have found themselves 
trying to strike deals with 
landlords and digging into 
personal savings in order 
to pay rent from month to 
month. Some landlords are 
generous, and some just ar- 
en’t, understandably. Some 
landlords still have prop- 
erty debts and operational 
costs they have to contin- 
ue to pay for, while others 
rely on the cash flow from 
the property as a primary 
source of income. 

A possible solution that 
could more effectively 
minimize the number of 
small businesses perma- 
nently closing while the 
nation tries to get a grip on 
this virus is a rent protec- 
tion program. 

Similar to the Paycheck 
Protection Program, the 
administration should con- 
sider approving loans for 
small businesses where in- 
stead of 75% of the loan 
going toward payroll costs, 
that money would be re- 
quired to cover rent and 
utilities. This leaves the 
remaining 25% for payroll 
costs and any extra bene- 
fits employees may receive 
with their job. 

It could take a lot of 
weight off of business 
owners if they were en- 
sured at least six months 
of rent. This may also fur- 
ther protect landlords from 
financially falling apart. 

Of course, paying em- 
ployees is important, but 
the main goal of feder- 
al assistance from the be- 
ginning should have been 
to keep small businesses 
afloat, seeing as how they 
contribute so much to the 
nation’s economy. 

Loyal customers can 
only support their lo- 
cal and small business- 
es so much. It is up to 
the government to mod- 
ify and execute a better 
plan that would save not 
only livelihoods, but 
also the economy. 


Spend the holidays safe and guilt free 


This winter, precautions 
should be taken to slow 
the spread of COVID-19. 


NATHAN DAVIS 
Staff Writer 


Christmas, Thanksgiving, 
Hanukkah and New Year’s 
can be the most joyous hol- 
idays throughout the year. 
Filled with food and family, 
they provide an opportuni- 
ty to enjoy the company of 
those you love, celebrate and 
de-stress from this year’s 
chaotic events. 


While the stressful 
months of 2020 have earned 
everyone some relaxation 


time, we cannot forget the 
precautions and responsible 
safety practices that have 
been echoed since April. 

As the winter months ar- 
rive and everyone begins to 
make holiday plans, the cur- 
rent state of the COVID-19 
pandemic must be consid- 
ered when deciding on win- 
ter celebrations. As tough 
as it sounds, it’s crucial to 
rethink upcoming holiday 
plans for the safety of every- 
one involved. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, one of 
the most respected disease 
experts in the United States, 


warns that the cold winter 
months could bring an in- 
crease in COVID-19 cases. 
The usual holiday plans for 
most involve spending time 
together indoors since it will 
be colder outside, but this 
can be a major risk at a time 
when the nation is breaking 
its record number for dai- 
ly COVID-19 cases, as John 
Hopkins University reported 
more than 100,000 cases a 
day on Nov. 4 and 5. 

This year’s holiday plans 
should be adapted to fall in 
line with current safety rec- 
ommendations. White ele- 
phant parties, friends-giv- 
ings and movie nights can 
still be held with applica- 
tions like Zoom and Dis- 
cord. These free programs 
are available to use on desk- 
tops, tablets or smartphones, 
so even technologically un- 
skilled family members can 
have several options. 

Video calls may be limit- 
ing, but with the right effort 
from those involved, it can 
be a unique gathering worth 
telling a fun story about 
later. 

Gifts can be dropped off 
at each other’s houses or 
mailed to those long-dis- 
tance friends and family 


members, and then opened 
during Zoom celebrations so 
everyone can still see each 
other’s reactions. 

While the warmth of 
in-person celebration may 
be missing, there is a cer- 
tain charm to lining up all 
of your loved ones on one 
screen. 

Even holiday movie nights 
can easily be conducted with 
synchronized _ video _ start 
times or Google Chrome 
extensions such as Netflix 
Party. 

While settling for half- 
baked celebrations may 
seem like a waste of the hol- 
iday season, precautions like 
this help ensure that future 
years’ activities can be held 
in a healthy and safe world. 

In a country with the 
highest COVID-19 case and 
death rates, there is hardly 
a precaution not worth tak- 
ing. The mantra of “better 
safe than sorry” has never 
rang more true than it has 
now. The memory of 2020’s 
holiday season being that of 
oneself or a loved one get- 
ting sick would be much 
worse than everyone cele- 
brating from the safety of 
their homes. 

However, for people who 
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still insist that the par- 
ty must go on, do not be 
too naive to believe that a 
virus will respect family 
relationships. 

Social distancing and 
wearing a mask are still 
necessary precautions, even 
when around other family 
members. If the cold weath- 
er is not harsh, efforts like 
having your party outside 
and in an open area can 
make a large difference in 
preventing transmission. 

This year has been an 
emotional, frustrating and 
shocking ride. Fun, stress- 
free times spent with those 
important to us is what ev- 
eryone needs most right 
now. 

But in order to prevent 
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2021 from becoming a sec- 
ond ride on this gut-wrench- 
ing roller coaster, it’s ab- 
solutely necessary that we 
stay responsible during the 
holidays by social distanc- 
ing, wearing masks in pub- 
lic and not allowing exhaus- 
tion from following safety 
rules to influence neglectful 
behavior. 

After a trying last few 
months, the small additions 
of a Christmas stamp on a 
letter or a fun winter-themed 
background for Zoom calls 
will be certain to bring a 
smile to loved one’s faces. 

This year’s holiday season 
does not have to be one to 
forget because despite being 
separated, we can still feel 
like we are together. 
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